works OF
All works of mercy are made
real and present to the people
by your contributions to the
Diocesan Appeal which
funds these ministries. Your
generosity demonstrates that
God’s mercy is alive today,
experienced by many, practiced
by all who follow Jesus.

By pooling our resources, we can
make a difference in our parishes,
our diocese and society at large.
Your gift to the 2016 Diocesan Appeal
supports ministries like these:
•

Help to Those in Crisis

•

Protection for the Vulnerable

•

Training Lay Ministers

•

Support for Retired Priests

•

Sacramental Preparation
for all Ages

•

Diversity Outreach

•

And Many More!

GOD’S
MERCY

This year, if you plan to make your
gift by charge card or automatic
withdrawal from your bank account,
please use our website. Visit
www.rockforddiocese.org/donate
for easy, secure giving.
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serves
the grateful
poor

Pope Francis has placed service to the
poor at the top of a Christian’s “To Do”
list. At St. Elizabeth Center, the
poor and disadvantaged are given food,
clothing, and hot cooked meals. Without
you – this could not be done.
Catholic Charities Refugee
Resettlement Program takes those who
have fled war or persecution and come
to our country for a chance at a better
life here. The program helps refugees
find initial food and shelter, navigating
everything from Social Security cards to
English classes to employment, focusing
on self-sufficiency. Today, Janet, herself
a refugee from the Croatian/Serbian
wars of the ‘90’s, leads the Refugee
Resettlement program sharing the joy
she fought so hard to regain. She says,
“Everything was falling apart. Catholic
Charities was our light in the darkness .”

shares
the faith
Catholic education has been a cornerstone of the diocese since its inception.
Our network of Catholic schools, and our
religious education programs benefit so
much from the Office of Education
which helps to prepare our teachers and
catechists to pass on the knowledge of our
faith. Ministry Formation seeks to give
adults the chance to journey more deeply
into what our Catholic faith is all about.
A two-year program, it has trained so many
adults to go back to their parishes and
evangelize the people by proclaiming the
depth of God’s mercy present in Scripture
and in the teaching of the Church.

channels
God’s great
mercy
We cannot forget how much you help
the Bishop to prepare young men
for the priesthood. The Office of
Vocations is the focus point for those
seeking to serve God as priests. The
Vicar for Clergy oversees this office, as
well as, the Office of the Diaconate
which prepares men to be deacons in
our parishes. Without your generosity,
bringing God’s mercy to his people
would be very difficult; parishioners
throughout the parishes in our diocese
play a crucial part in the formation of
priests and deacons.

