
GOD’S
MERCY

All works of mercy are made 
real and present to the people 
by your contributions to the 
DiocesAn AppeAl which 
funds these ministries. Your 
generosity demonstrates that 
GoD’s mercY is alive today, 
experienced by many, practiced 
by all who follow Jesus.

wORkS OF

2016 DIOCESAN APPEAL
DIOCESE of ROCkFORD

By pooling our resources, we can 
make a difference in our parishes,  
our diocese and society at large. 
Your gift to the 2016 Diocesan Appeal 
supports ministries like these:

• Help to Those in crisis
•  protection for the Vulnerable
• Training lay ministers
•  support for retired priests
•  sacramental preparation 

for all Ages
• Diversity outreach
• And many more!

This year, if you plan to make your 
gift by charge card or automatic 
withdrawal from your bank account, 
please use our website. Visit  
www.rockforddiocese.org/donate 
for easy, secure giving.

OFFICE OF ChARItAbLE GIvING
DIOCESE OF ROCkFORD
PO bOx 7044, ROCkFORD, IL 61125



 

catholic education has been a corner- 
stone of the diocese since its inception. 
our network of catholic schools, and our 
religious education programs benefit so 
much from the office of eDucATion 
which helps to prepare our teachers and 
catechists to pass on the knowledge of our 
faith. minisTrY formATion seeks to give 
adults the chance to journey more deeply 
into what our catholic faith is all about.  
A two-year program, it has trained so many 
adults to go back to their parishes and 
evangelize the people by proclaiming the 
depth of God’s mercy present in scripture 
and in the teaching of the church.

We cannot forget how much you help 
the Bishop to prepare young men 
for the priesthood.  The office of 
VocATions is the focus point for those 
seeking to serve God as priests. The 
Vicar for clergy oversees this office, as 
well as, the office of THe DiAconATe 
which prepares men to be deacons in 
our parishes. Without your generosity, 
bringing God’s mercy to his people 
would be very difficult; parishioners 
throughout the parishes in our diocese 
play a crucial part in the formation of 
priests and deacons.

serves 
the grateful 
poor

SERvES  
thE GRAtEFuL 
POOR channels 

God’s Great 
mercy

ChANNELS 
GOD’S GREAt 
MERCY

pope francis has placed service to the 
poor at the top of a christian’s “To Do” 
list. At sT. elizABeTH cenTer, the 
poor and disadvantaged are given food, 
clothing, and hot cooked meals. Without 
you – this could not be done. 

cATHolic cHAriTies refugee 
resettlement program takes those who 
have fled war or persecution and come 
to our country for a chance at a better 
life here. The program helps refugees 
find initial food and shelter, navigating 
everything from social security cards to 
english classes to employment, focusing 
on self-sufficiency. Today, Janet, herself 
a refugee from the croatian/serbian 
wars of the ‘90’s, leads the refugee 
resettlement program sharing the joy 
she fought so hard to regain. she says, 
“everything was falling apart. catholic 
charities was our light in the darkness.”
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